
 

 

Aim: To study the integumentary and special senses using specimens, models, etc. 

Theory: 

Studying the integumentary system and special senses is crucial in understanding the human 

body's structure, function, and sensory perception. The integumentary system comprises the 

skin and its components, including hair, nails, and glands, while the special senses encompass 

vision, hearing, taste, smell, and equilibrium.  

Integumentary System: 

1. Anatomy: 

   - Skin Layers: The skin consists of three main layers: the epidermis, dermis, and hypodermis 

(subcutaneous tissue). 

   - Epidermis: Composed of stratified squamous epithelium, the epidermis forms the 

outermost protective barrier of the body. 

   - Dermis: Beneath the epidermis lies the dermis, which contains blood vessels, nerves, hair 

follicles, and glands. 

   - Hypodermis: This layer, composed mainly of adipose tissue, serves as insulation and 

cushioning. 

 



 

 

2. Functions: 

   - Protection: The integumentary system protects the body from physical trauma, pathogens, 

and UV radiation. 

   - Temperature Regulation: Blood vessels in the skin help regulate body temperature 

through vasodilation and vasoconstriction. 

   - Sensation: Nerve endings in the skin allow for the perception of touch, pressure, 

temperature, and pain. 

   - Excretion: Sweat glands excrete waste products and help regulate electrolyte balance. 

   - Synthesis of Vitamin D: The skin synthesizes vitamin D in response to sunlight exposure. 

3. Structures: 

   - Hair: Consists of a shaft, root, and follicle. Functions include insulation, protection, and 

sensory perception. 

   - Nails: Composed of keratinized cells, nails protect the fingertips and enhance tactile 

sensation. 

   - Glands: Sweat glands (eccrine and apocrine) regulate body temperature and excrete waste, 

while sebaceous glands secrete oil to lubricate and waterproof the skin. 

4. Clinical Relevance: 

   - Skin Disorders: Dermatological conditions like acne, eczema, psoriasis, and skin cancer 

are common and require medical attention. 

   - Burns: Severity of burns is classified by degree (first, second, or third degree) and requires 

appropriate treatment to prevent complications. 

   - Wound Healing: Understanding the skin's healing process is vital for treating wounds and 

preventing infection. 

Special Senses: 

1. Vision (Olfaction): 

   - Anatomy: The eye consists of structures such as the cornea, lens, retina, and optic nerve, 

which work together to transmit visual information to the brain. 



 

 

   - Function: Vision allows for perception of light, color, shape, and depth. 

   - Disorders: Conditions like myopia (nearsightedness), hyperopia (farsightedness), and 

glaucoma, can impair vision. 

2. Hearing (Audition): 

   - Anatomy: The ear comprises the outer, middle, and inner ear, along with the auditory nerve. 

   - Function: Sound waves are collected by the outer ear, transmitted through the middle ear 

via the ossicles, and converted into nerve impulses in the cochlea of the inner ear. 

   - Disorders: Hearing loss, tinnitus, and balance disorders (e.g., vertigo) can result from 

various causes such as aging, noise exposure, or inner ear infections. 

3. Taste (Gustation) and Smell (Olfaction): 

   - Anatomy: Taste buds on the tongue detect sweet, sour, salty, bitter, and umami flavors, 

while olfactory receptors in the nasal cavity perceive odors. 

   - Function: Taste and smell contribute to the enjoyment of food and beverages and play a 

role in detecting potential dangers (e.g., spoiled food). 

   - Disorders: Loss of taste (ageusia) or smell (anosmia) can occur due to conditions like viral 

infections, head trauma, or neurological disorders. 

4. Equilibrium (Vestibular Sense): 

   - Anatomy: The vestibular system, located in the inner ear, includes the semicircular canals 

and otolithic organs (utricle and saccule). 

   - Function: Provides a sense of balance and spatial orientation by detecting head movements 

and changes in body position. 

   - Disorders: Vestibular disorders such as benign paroxysmal positional vertigo (BPPV) or 

can cause vertigo, dizziness, and imbalance. 


